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Wis.18:6-9. Heb.11:1-2,8-19. Lk.12:32-48. 
 

When we enter a waiting room at the railway station or at the 

airport, we find people waiting. Some are chatting with their friends, others 

reading the newspaper and some others busy with something else. Some pass time, others use it. 

But one thing is true. Time is precious, once gone it never comes back and it is sad to waste it. 

Jesus confirms it in today’s gospel. What he says is not simply a warning, he asks us to be ready 

to meet the Lord. He asks us to have patience. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus presents the perpetual attitude in which a Christian should be 

found. He said: Let your loins be girded and your lamps burning and be like men who are 

waiting for their master. 

Our lives as Christians must be marked by these three attitudes: Girded loins, Lighted 

lamps and waiting hearts. 

1. Christians have to gird up their loins. The time has dawned for us to get ready for 

action. The sun has risen, and the darkness is dispelled, for Christ our Lord has arrived 

inaugurating the Kingdome of God. Being Christians, we do not have the luxury of wasting our 

time idle. We have a call; we have a mission in life. Therefore, let us not dissolve our lives 

indulging in evil. St. Paul admonishes us, let us live honorably as in daylight, not in carousing 

and drunkenness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Rather put on the Lord Jesus Christ, make no 

provision for the desires of the flesh. (Rom 13:13-14). St. Peter said, “Those who desire life and 

desire to see good days, let them keep their tongue from evil and their lips from speaking deceit, 

let them turn away from evil and do good (1 Pet.3:10-11).” St. Augustine interpreted ‘gird up 

your loins as departing from evil. We must detach ourselves from all that holds us back from 

Christ. Jesus has given us a hope which is not of this world. He has given us a life, which is not 

of this world. We have been called away from the love of this world, so that we may hope and 

love another world. 



Therefore, we must abstain from all those unlawful desires and habits, which hold and hinder our 

journey towards the new and eternal city-Jerusalem. Let us lay up treasures for ourselves in 

heaven, where neither thief can lay their hands nor moths destroy. 

 2. Christians must keep their lamps burning. Jesus in his Sermon on the Mount said, 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp 

puts it under the bushel basket but on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all in the house. Let 

your lights shine before others so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

father in heaven (Mt.5:14-16).” Jesus himself identified lighted lamps with good works. Jesus 

not only admonished to gird up our loins to depart from evil, but he also commanded us to keep 

the lamps burning by doing good works. Our faith in Jesus not only requires us to purify 

ourselves from evil but also invites us to clothe ourselves with good works. St. Paul said, “The 

night is far gone, and the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the 

armor of light (Rom.13:12).” We must keep ourselves distinguished in the world by the good 

deeds which Christ has commanded us to do. 

3.Christians must labor with waiting hearts. Jesus said that his second coming would 

be as sudden and unexpected as the arrival of the master of the household. We are a people who 

are living between the cross and the throne. We nourish our faith on these twofold facts-a history 

and a hope. That Christ came and died upon the cross and rose again and that he will come a gain 

in glory. The cross and throne must always guide our present journey. We are called upon to 

convert and open up ourselves to God and to others who need us here and now. The most living 

experience of our meeting the Lord, we have in the Eucharist. He is amidst us. He gives himself 

in the bread and wine. We meet him and become one with him in the Eucharist. And Jesus 

assures us of his kingdom. The parable demands of us to be prepared to meet the Lord. It is 

better to live in readiness to receive him even when he is late to come than to be caught 

unexpected. So, the gospel is a reminder. It helps us to respect the responsibilities and make life 

meaningful. According to the Lord, there will be reward or punishment for our actions or 

inactions respectively, when he will come to judge us either at the end of time or at the moment 

of our death. Hence, we would be wise if we always live our faith in action, attuned to our 

creator and to his creation like a “good and faithful servant whom the master finds wide awake 

on his return” (Lk.12:37). That means, Jesus not only fulfills his promise but also rewards our 

faithful waiting. 


